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resumed the Emperor. " But what would they say
at Paris ? France would not become accustomed to
my absence, and Prussia and Austria would take
advantage of it." Was it indeed possible to remain
motionless for six months two hundred leagues from
Wilna, three hundred from Dantzic, seven hundred
from Paris, with the prospect of being hemmed in,
not merely by the snows of winter, but by all the
forces of Russia ?

His genius, once so swift in forming plans and so
audacious in carrying them out, was no longer itself;
he hesitated, fumbled, changed his mind. At one
moment he decided to push on, then to remain sta-
tionary, then to retreat. He was no longer the man.
whose slightest word seemed the decree of fate; he
ceased to be the all-powerful master who had made
fortune his slave. How often he had blundered!
No one of his courtiers could again call him infallible.
He had made a mistake in venturing into the north
before he had completed the subjection of Spain; in
failing to secure, before starting, an alliance with
Sweden and Turkey; in beginning the war too
early, in view of the political conditions, too late, in
view of the time of year; in not following his victory
on the Moskowa, and in yielding to an excess of pru-
dence after an excess of rashness ; and in prolonging
a fatal delay at Moscow. u Don't I know,'* he said,
"that Moscow has no military value? Moscow is
not a military position; it is only a political position.
I aija thought to be a general there, when In fact I am